This special issue of Current Zoology concerning the behavior, ecology, and evolution of fishes is comprised of the peer-reviewed Proceedings of the 2008 Ecological and Evolutionary Ecology of Fishes Biennial Conference that was held June 29 -July 3 at Boston University, Boston, Massachusetts, USA. The conference and its four symposia were organized by a local organization committee and scientific program committee which included Maria Abate, host at Boston University; Sigal Balshine, McMaster University; Michael Clancy, Boston University; Ronald Coleman, California State University, Sacramento; John Godwin, North Carolina State University; Les Kaufman, Boston University; Phillip Lobel, Boston University; and David L. G. Noakes of Oregon State University, whose efforts contributed greatly to the overall success of these meetings. Major sponsors for EEEF 2008 were the Boston University Marine Program and AquaFish CRSP of Oregon State University. Administrative support was provided by Boston University's College of General Studies and the Department of Biology in the College of Arts and Sciences.
The next five papers in this issue derive from a second symposium entitled Cichlid Fishes: Behaviour, Ecology, and Evolution that was chaired by a special guest, Professor Miles Keenleyside, editor of Cichlid Fishes: Behaviour, Ecology and Evolution, Chapman and Hall, London, United Kingdom. Cichlid morphological and behavioral plasticity make them ideal for testing how environmental factors influence function, development and evolution (e.g., Abate et al.) . This symposium also paid tribute to George Barlow's central interest in cichlids (e.g., The Cichlid Fishes: Nature's Grand Experiment in Evolution, Perseus Books, Cambridge, 334 pp.) with contributions about cichlid reproduction (McKaye et al.) , aggression (Barley and Coleman), and the circumstances under which mate choice influences speciation (van der Sluijs et al., Pauers et al.) .
The next six papers reflect the content of the symposium entitled The Biodiversity of Fishes: Maintenance, Threats, and Mechanisms. Studies at the organismal level included the diversity of sound production (Kaatz et al.) and tools for its remote measurement under rigorous field conditions (Rountree and Juanes). Research at the community level explored the basis of species interactions under altered conditions (e.g, Gerry and Scott; MacPherson et al). Studies concerning trends in fish biodiversity in different ecosystems and anthropogenic threats to fish populations were presented (e.g., MasonJones et al.; Brown et al.) .
The issue concludes with two reviews pertaining to the Brains, Genes and Behavior of Fishes Symposium. This symposium concerned the use of genetic, neurobiological, or neuroendocrine approaches for the study of fish behavior. In addition, it provided a backdrop for emphasizing the overall major theme of the meeting on the integrative biology of fishes and the connections between the symposia. For example, Caroly Shumway focused on the use of neurobiology to study cichlid evolution and ecology, and Jennifer Nielsen and Scott Pavey reviewed the use of genomics in managing fish 
